


 

 

Licence type 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 
 

Active individual 
licence holders2 

234,612 232,654 (-1%)3 228,667 (-2%) 

Active Dealer 
licence holders 

375 429 (+14%) 425 (-1%) 

Source: National Intelligence Application (NIA), retrieved 31 May 2025 
 
Note that other factors influencing the data could be related to individuals who have 
surrendered their licence or has been suspended or revoked. 
 
Of interest – while there have been steady decreases of the number of individuals active 
since 2022/23 (ending 30 June 2023), the number of active Dealer licence holders has 
increased by 13 percent since 2022/23 (from 375 to 425 as of 31 May 2025). 
 

The number of licensed users surrendering their licenses  
 
An individual at any time may surrender their firearms licence to a member of the Police 
(see section 27 of the Arms Act 19834). At the point of surrender, the individual is no 
longer a current licence holder, and all firearms must be accounted for.  
 
An individual who has surrendered their licence may submit a new firearms licence 
application at any time. 
 
I refer you to table 2 below that shows the number of surrendered firearms licences and 
surrendered endorsements broken down by financial years from 2022/23 to 2024/25 (to 
the date the data was extracted 31 May 2025). 
 
 
Table 2: Number of surrendered firearms licences and surrendered endorsements 
broken down by financial years from 2022/23 to 2024/25 as at 31 May 2025 

Licence type 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25  
 

Surrendered licences5 832 1,286 (+55%) 2,208 (+72%) 

Surrendered 
endorsements6 

424 600 (+42%) 333 (-45%) 

Source: National Intelligence Application (NIA) retrieved 9 June 2025 
 
Table 2 shows that a total of 2,208 licences have been surrendered in financial year 
2024/25 (to 31 May 2025). This is an increase of 72 percent (1,286 licences surrendered) 
from financial year 2023/24 (as at 30 June 2024). 
 
A licence holder may choose to surrender their endorsement while retaining their A-
Category licence. The number of endorsements surrendered in 2024/25 (to 31 May 2025) 

 

2 This figure will include Visitor licence holders. 
3  Percentages are an indication of increases or decreases when compared to the previous financial year only. 
4 https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1983/0044/latest/whole.html#DLM72928 
 
5  Surrendered licences can be surrendered in a given year and later reinstated. These numbers are of licences 
that were surrendered in that year; however, their status may have since changed. 
6 Surrendered endorsements can be surrendered in a given year and later reinstated. These numbers are of 
endorsements that were surrendered in that year; however, their status may have since changed. 



is 333, which is a decrease of 45 percent from 2023/24 (where there were 600 
surrendered endorsements). 

Any research papers on the numbers of licensed users, unlicensed firearm 
arms owners, fire arms held by Criminals or the mentally ill  

This part of your request is refused under section 18(g) of the OIA, the information is not 
held by Police, and I have no grounds for believing that the information is either held by 
another department or agency or more closely connected with another department or 
agency.  

The number of persons that have registered their fire arms to date and an 
Est of those that have not  

The Firearms Registry was officially launched on 24 June 2023 and is one of the ways 
we’re strengthening how we manage firearms and other arms items in New Zealand.  The 
purpose of the Registry is to give Police and Te Tari Pūreke a complete record of all 
lawfully held arms items in New Zealand. 

I refer you to table 3 below that shows the number of registered firearms licence holders 
nationally broken down by individual, dealer, and visitor licence types, non-active, active 
and not registered yet as at 1 June 2025. 

Table 3: number of registered firearms licence holders broken down by individual, 
dealer and visitor licence types, non-active, active and not yet registered as at 1 
June 2025. 

Registration 
status 

Individual licence 
holders 

Dealer licence 
holders 

Visitor licence 
holders 

Total 

Non-active 
registered7 

2,666 7 1,099 3,772 

Active 
registered8 

85,974 26 56 86,056 

Not yet 
registered9 

142,565 399 40 143,004 

Source: Arms Information System (AIS) retrieved 1 June 2025. 

A total of 86,056 active licence holders have registered their details as of 1 June 2025. 
Meanwhile, a total of 3,772 registrations have been recorded by individuals who no 
longer hold an active licence (they may have been active at the time of registration, but 
have either since expired, surrendered their licence, or been revoked). Together this 
means 38.5 percent of the total licence holder population is registered. 

7 ‘Non-active registered’ licence holders include those who registered their details, but their licence status has 
since changed to ‘non-active’ (i.e., their licence was either surrendered, revoked, suspended, or has expired). 
8 ‘Active registered’ licence holders include only those who are ‘active’ (i.e., they have a ‘current’ licence or have 
a renewal in progress) and does not include those who have registered their details on the Firearms Registry but 
no longer hold an active licence. 
9 ‘Not yet registered’ includes active licence holders who have not yet made an ‘Arms Items’ or ‘No Arms Items’ 
declaration on the Firearms Registry. These individuals will be required to register their details by 31 August 2028. 



Taking into consideration all registrations, this equates to an average of 3,906 
registrations each month since the launch of the Registry (or 888 each week). 

Excluding Visitor licence holders, there remains 142,964 individuals and Dealers to yet 
register (61.5 percent of licence holders).  

I refer you to appendix A (attached) that shows the total number of registrations since the 
launch of the Registry and includes a simple linear projection of registrations required to 
meet the Registry objective of one-hundred percent registrations by 31 August 2028.  
The projection shows the Registry is currently on track to meet that deadline, however, it 
does not take into account that a getting a “new licence” is an activating circumstance 
which requires registration.  

It is expected between 2023/24 and 2028 approximately 154,000 licences will expire 
creating an activating circumstance for these licence holders, with new licence 
applications expected to peak in 2027/28.  

Additionally, from 24 June 2025 purchasing ammunition also creates an activating 
circumstance which will contribute to more licence holders in the Registry (though 
predicting the additional rate that registration might increase due to this ammunition 
change is not possible at this time).  

Te Tari Pūreke proactively releases firearms data updated monthly (link below). 
https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/news-and-publications/firearms-data-and-
public-information 

Any reports or analyses in respect of the above matters 

I refer you to the attached document titled “Firearms Licence Environment as at 1 
November 2023.” This analysis relates to the licence holder population with expired, new, 
or renewal licences, activating circumstances or appeals currently in the Te Tari Pūreke 
Registry system. 

There has been no further analysis or reports to date. 

The data contained in the OIA is drawn from a dynamic operational database and is 
subject to change as new information is recorded or updated. 

You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review this decision if you are not satisfied 
with the response to your request. Information about how to make a complaint is 
available at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 

For your information, Police has developed a process for proactive release of information, 
so the anonymised response to your request may be publicly released on the New 
Zealand Police website. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Matthew Boddy 
Director Service Delivery 
Firearms Safety Authority 



IR-01-25-20905 Appendix A 

Appendix A 
Total registrations since launch of the registry, and projection of registrations required to meet 100 percent target as of 1 June 
2025. 
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Introduction 

1. This report pertains to the licence holder population with expired, new or renewal licences, activating 

circumstances, or appeals currently in the Te Tari Pūreke Registry system. The data is current as of 1 

November 2023 and is drawn from a dynamic operational database – it is subject to change as new 

information is recorded or updated. 

2. Caveats and important notes are included throughout this report, related to each data set. It is important 

that these are taken into consideration when reading or using the report findings. 

3. Unless elsewhere stated, all data in this report is presented as a financial year (1 July – 30 June), noting 

that 2023/24 is only a partial reporting year with four months of data available at the time of writing this 

report. 

Key findings 

4. In the 2023/24 financial year to date (July – October), the number of expired individual firearms licences 

are 1.3 times higher (1,333) compared to the same period in 2022/23. At the time of writing this report, 

trends have followed a similar pattern to those seen in previous years, and the overall increase seen 

thus far could potentially be due to a spike seen in August 2023 when the Arms (Extension of Licences 

and Endorsements) Amendment Regulations 2023 elapsed. 

5. The Upper North Island of New Zealand was affected by two tropical cyclones in the first two months of 

20232. Damage caused by these cyclones to infrastructure, economy, and communities continue to be 

felt around the areas affected. It is possible that subsequent impacts from these natural disasters could 

have contributed to a licence holders’ change in circumstances and decisions to not renew their licence, 

however further investigation would be required to assess the full impact. 

6. Demand for new and renewal licences continue to increase and follow similar patterns to those seen in 

previous years. There was a notable peak of applications in May 2023, and monthly volume has remained 

higher than the 2022/23 year until October 2023. 

 
1 Data contained in this report is drawn from a dynamic operational database and is subject to change as new information is recorded 

or updated. 
2 Cyclone Hale caused widespread damage from 7 to 12 January 2023. One month later, Cyclone Gabrielle struck the upper North 

Island from 5 February to 11 February 2023. 
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26. Damage caused by Cyclones Hale and Gabrielle to infrastructure, economy, and communities continue 

to be felt around the areas affected13. While we cannot directly correlate this damage to licence holders’ 

decision to renew within the area, subsequent impacts from these natural disasters are likely to have 

contributed. 

Figure Seven: New Zealand unemployment rate per quarter, by gender 

  

Source: Stats NZ-Tatauranga Aotearoa. (n.d.), retrieved 19 October 2023 from https://www.stats.govt.nz/topics/employment-and-
unemployment. 

27. Unemployment within New Zealand has been steadily increasing since September 2021, with the rate of 

unemployment sitting at 3.6 percent in the latest quarter (Apr-Jun 2023), an increase from 3.4 percent in 

the Jan-Mar 2023 quarter) (figure seven). 

28. While this cannot be directly correlated to the decision by licence holders to not renew a licence, these 

statistics should be taken into consideration alongside rising interest rates and increased cost of living 

experienced within New Zealand, particularly in a post-COVID economic recovery14. 

29. Anecdotally, economic research indicates that the average age a New Zealander may now look to 

purchase their first home is from the age of 3515. As licence holders aged 30-39-years-old account for 

one of the highest groups who have not renewed their licence, these findings could impact on our licence 

holders’ financial-related decisions. 

30. A wider contextual understanding will be produced in the upcoming Performance and Insights Report 

which will conduct a deeper data dive and explore the factors surrounding licensing decision making from 

our holder population. 

  

 
13 Source: Public Health Communication Centre, Aotearoa. Retrieved 30 October 2023, https://www.phcc.org.nz/briefing/cyclone-

gabrielle-numbers-review-six-months 
14 Source: StatsNZ-Tatauranga Aotearoa (n.d.). Retrieved 30 October 2023, https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/household-living-costs-

increase-7-2-percent/ 
15 Sourced from OneRoof analysis of data supplied by credit bureau Centrix. https://www.oneroof.co.nz/news/first-home-buyers-are-

getting-older-despite-falling-house-prices-44091 
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January to October 2022 which saw 10,628 applications. This is expected as we head toward the bell-

curve activity. 

57. Activating events continue to rise each month as expected. As there are a significant proportion of licence 

holders in the 75 days and over category, this indicates an area of risk which we will be actively 

monitoring. 

58. Of all licence revocation cases appealed at Court, the majority are found in favour of Police. Of those 

which were upheld, there were no instances that this was driven by an issue with Police process or 

decision-making. 

  



 
IN CONFIDENCE 

 PERFORMANCE AND INSIGHTS 
DATA SNAPSHOT: Firearms licence holder 

environment 

 

 IN CONFIDENCE 
 

17 
 

 

In Confidence 

This document is classified IN CONFIDENCE. All In Confidence reporting and information (including data) should be 
dated and clearly identify the originating Government agency. 
 

Handling Instructions 

Method  Rules 

Electronic  

transmission 

IN CONFIDENCE information can be transmitted across external or public networks but the level 

of information contained should be assessed before using clear text. Username/Password access 

control and/or encryption may be advisable (with the aim of maintaining confidence in public 

agencies). 

Manual 

transmission 

May be carried by ordinary postal service or commercial courier firms as well as mail delivery staff 

in a single closed envelope. The envelope must clearly show a return address in case delivery is 

unsuccessful. In some cases, involving privacy concerns, identifying the originating department 

may be inappropriate and a return PO Box alone should be used. 

Storage and  

disposal 

IN CONFIDENCE information can be secured using the normal building security and door-swipe 

card systems that aim to keep the public out of administrative areas of government departments. 

Must be disposed of by departmental arrangements. 

Electronic files must be protected against illicit internal use or intrusion through two or more of the 

mechanisms recommended in the official guidelines. 
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