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IR-01-25-2301 

Tēnā koe

Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) requests dated 22 January 2026 
and refinement of your request received 29 January 2026. I have answered each of your 
questions below: 

For the period 1 July 2021 to 31 December 2025, please provide the total number 
of firearms licence holders who have been subject to temporary suspension, 
licence revocation, endorsement removal or revocation, and referral to Resolutions 
for consideration of revocation. Of those individuals, please provide the number 
who subsequently came to Police attention after the regulatory action for any 
criminal offending, violent offending, family harm incidents, and firearms-related 
offending. This request is for aggregated statistical data only and does not seek 
any identifying personal information. 

The total number of licence holders that have been revoked, suspended, and considered 
for revocation is based on the date a licence status has been updated to a suspended or 
revoked status. Endorsement revocations are based on the date an endorsement is 
updated to a revoked status.  

When a licence holder is referred to Resolutions for consideration of suspension and 
revocation a ‘considering suspension’ firearms event is created in the National Intelligence 
Application (NIA). The provided figures includes any suspensions, revocations, and 
considerations of suspension that have occurred between 1 July 2021 and 31 December 
2025.  

Licence holders may have had multiple changes to their licence status throughout the date 
range provided – each occurrence of this happening is included. An example of this is 
where a licence holder has been considered for suspension, then moved to suspension, 
then revoked. The provided figures would include all three status changes. 

The total figures provided includes Individual, Dealer and Visitor licence holders. 

We are unable to report on the licence status of the individual at the time the offending 
occurred due to how the data is recorded in NIA. The licence holder may be revoked when 
the data is extracted from NIA, but at the time of the offence, was, for example, temporarily 
suspended or current. It is not possible to identify what the licence status was of an 
individual at the time of offending due to how the data is recorded in NIA. 
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These figures capture all firearms licence status changes; therefore, it will include offences 
that occurred between the time of a licence suspension and the licence being revoked for 
a licence holder. An example of this is where a licence holder is suspended in 2021, 
offended in 2022, and then was suspended in 2023, with no further offending recorded. 
This individual would be recorded as coming to Police attention for the offending that 
occurred after the 2021 suspension. 

Police interactions are recorded in NIA, with a specific offence code applied to the 
occurrence. The total figures capture offences with codes between 1000 and 9000 and is 
based on the individuals link to the occurrence. The link types used were ‘Subject of’, 
‘Offender’, ’Cleared Offender’, or ‘Suspect.’ A cleared offender is where an individual has 
had charges laid in relation to an offence, and they have been received by the courts. 

Family harm incidents are included and identified by 5F code and where the individual is 
linked as either ‘Bound by order’, ‘Mutual Participant’, ‘Predominant Aggressor’, or ‘Subject 
of.’ 

Occurrences are included regardless of their status, the outcome of the investigation, if 
charges were laid and the outcome of those charges. Included in these figures are 
individuals that have come to police attention for offending and have since been cleared of 
any criminal activity at a later date, those linked incorrectly, or where the wrong link type 
has been selected.  

The date of the offending is based on the occurrence start date as recorded in NIA. This 
includes all occurrences where the start date is between 1 July 2021 and 31 December 
2025. As an individual may have multiple police interactions, all occurrences are captured. 

Table one includes only licence holders where any offending has occurred after the date 
of revocation, suspension, or referral to Resolutions for consideration of suspension. The 
count is a distinct count of Person therefore a licence holder will only appear once in the 
below table, even if there have been multiple revocations, suspensions, or offending. 

Table one: Total individual licence holders subject to a suspension or revocation with subsequent 
offending. 

Total licence holders 
revoked/suspended/considered for 

revocation 

Total with subsequent offending 

10,553 2,164 
Source: National Intelligence Application (NIA), retrieved 27 January 2026 

Please refer to the attached document ‘Table two Total licence holders subject to a 
suspension or revocation with subsequent offending by Offence code’ for a breakdown of 
the offending. Included in the table are the following counts: 

a. Count of offences: This is a distinct count of occurrence ID therefore a licence
holder may appear more than once if there have been multiple offences.

b. Count of people: This is a distinct count of Person ID therefore a licence holder
will only be counted once against each code, even if there have been multiple
offences under the same code.

c. Sum of offences: This is the sum of the count of offences. An individual will be
counted for each individual offence.



d. Distinct people total: This is an overall distinct count of Person ID therefore a
licence holder will only be counted once in the total even if there have been
multiple offences. This total will not equal the sum of the count of people.

Please also advise whether Te Tari Pūreke or NZ Police currently tracks or 
measures post-intervention outcomes of regulatory actions. 

Te Tari Pūreke and Police do not currently measure post-intervention outcomes of 
regulatory actions. 

On 29th January 2026, you had refined the second part of your request to 

Any internal reviews, evaluations, or formal performance assessments 
specifically relating to the effectiveness of Te Tari Pūreke’s regulatory activities or 
the Firearms Registry in achieving public safety outcomes, 
- Produced between 1 January 2024 and 31 December 2025,
- That were provided to senior leadership (e.g. Commissioner, Deputy

Commissioners, Assistant Commissioners), Police Executive, the Minister of
Police, or Ministerial Services.

This includes documents that discuss strengths, limitations, gaps in data, 
measurement challenges, or uncertainties about whether regulatory interventions 
are reducing risk or harm. 
I am not seeking all operational reporting, dashboards, or routine metrics, but 
rather higher-level evaluative or analytical material 

The Registry is currently part way through its rolling five-year implementation programme 
and will not be fully established until 31 August 2028. Once fully established, the purpose 
of the Registry is to provide Te Tari Pūreke and Police with a complete record of all 
lawfully held arms items in New Zealand. This will support efforts to prevent the diversion 
of firearms to organised criminal groups, enhance the safety of frontline Police staff, and 
give licence holders increased confidence when buying and selling arms items. 

Due to the ongoing work required to fully establish the Registry, and the anticipated 
upcoming changes to Te Tari Pūreke following the introduction of the Arms Act, we have 
not yet undertaken an evaluation or review of the effectiveness of our regulatory activities 
or the Registry in achieving public safety outcomes. Accordingly, this part of your request 
is refused under section 18(e) of the OIA, as the documents you have requested do not 
exist. 

You may be interested in our Delivery and Performance Summaries for 2023/2024 and 
2024/2025 periods are publicly available on our website at 
https://www.firearmssafetyauthority.govt.nz/news-and-publications/reports-and-
publications.  These summaries outline the activities we undertake to ensure only 
individuals assessed to be fit and proper have legitimate access to firearms; how we 
proactively engage, educate and encourage regulated parties, stakeholders and partner 
to understand their firearms obligations to ensure safe possession and use; and how we 
work with other agencies to reduce the scope for people to conduct unlawful behaviour. 

The Ministry of Justice undertook a review of the Firearms Registry between July and 
October 2024 to determine whether it is, or will, effectively improve public safety in 
accordance with the Terms of Reference previously approved by Cabinet. This included 
considering input from data, information and insights from key stakeholder groups such 



as the Minister’s Arms Advisory Group, Firearms Community Advisory Forum, Dealer’s 
Reference Group, the Arms Engagement Group and the Muslim Reference Group. This 
review found that early indications show the Registry contributes to public safety1. 

On 10 February 2025 we partially transferred this part of your request to the Ministry of 
Justice for any information they hold. 

You have the right to ask the Ombudsman to review this decision if you are not satisfied 
with the response to your request. Information about how to make a complaint is 
available at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 

For your information, Police has developed a process for proactive release of information, 
so the anonymised response to your request may be publicly released on the New 
Zealand Police website. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Laura Searancke  
Director Regulatory Compliance and Investigations 
Firearms Safety Authority 

1 https://www.justice.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Publications/Proactive-release-firearms-
registry-review_for-release-v2.pdf 














